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Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand

Preface

Introduction of Louie Zamperini, main character and some struggles he experiences as a POW. Ch. 1 gives some

background on Louie’s childhood.

PREFACE

ALL HE COULD SEE, IN EVERY DIRECTION, Was WaTEE . It was June 23, 1943, Somewhere on the

endless expanse of the Pacific Ccean, Army Air Forces bombardier and Olympic runner Loue
Zampenm lay across a small raff, drifhing westward. Slumped alongside him was a sergeant, one of
his plane’s gunners. Cn a separate raft, tethered to the first, lay another crewman, a gash migzagging
actoss hig forehead Their hodies, burned by the sun and stained yellow fom the raft dye, had
winnowed down to skeletons. Shatks glided in lazyloops around thetr, dragaing their backs along the
rafts, waiting,

The men had been adnift for twenty-seven days. Borne by an equatorial current, they had floated a
least one thousand mmles, deep into Japanese-controlled waters. The rafts were heginning to
deteriorate into jelly, and gave off a sour, huming odor. The men’s bodies were pocked with salt
sores, and their lips were so swollen that they pressed into their nostrils and chins They spent their
days with their eves fized on the skoy, singng “White Christmas,” muttering about food. No one was
even looking for them anymore. They were alone on stxty- four rallion square mules of ocean.

& month earlier, twenty-siz-vear-old Zammperint had been one of the greatest runners in the world,
expected by matry to he the first to break the four-mimie mile, one of the most celebrated harners in
sport. Now his Clympian’s body had wasted to less than one londred pounds and s famous legs
could no longer lifthim Almosteveryone outside ofhis farmily had given him up for dead.

On that mormng of the twenty-seventh day, the men heard a distant, deep strumming. Every airman
knew that sound: pistons. Their eyes caught a glint in the sky—a plane, high overhead. Zamperim
fired two flares and shook powdered dye into the water, enveloping the rafts 1n a circle of wiwid
arange. The plane kept gning slowly disappeanng The men sagged. Then the sound returned, and the
platne came back into wiew. The crew had zeen them.

With arms shrunken to little more than bone and yellowed slan, the castaways waved and shouted,
their woices thin from thirst. The plane dropped low and swept al ongaside the rafts. Zampenm saw the
profiles ofthe crewmen, dark against hright blueness.

There was a terrific roaning sound. The water, and the rafts themselves, seemed to hoil. It was
machine oun fire. This was not an American rescue nlane. It was aJapanese bomber

The men pitched themselwes into the water and hung together under the rafts, cninging as hullets
punched through the rubber and sliced effervescent lines in the water around their faces. The finng
hlazed on, then sputtered out as the bomber overshot them. The men dragged themselves back onto the
one raft that was stll mostlyinflated. The bomber banked sideways, circling toward them again As it
leveled off Farperitn could see the muzzl es of the machine guns, aimed directly at them.

Zarrpenni looked toward his crewmates. They were too weak to go hack in the water. As they lay
down on the floor of the raft, hands over their heads, Zamperini splashed overboard alone.

Somewhere beneath hirn, the shatks were done waiting They bert their bodies in the water and
swatn toward the man under the raft
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Directions: After close reading the preface of our new central text, Unbroken, make some inferences
about the setting. Use evidence from the text to support your thinking.

1. Re-read the following lines from the preface:
“All he could see, in every direction, was water. It was June 23, 1943. Somewhere on
the endless expanse of the Pacific Ocean, Army Airforces bombardier and Olympic runner Louie Zamperini
lay across a small raft, drifting westward.”

Where and when is this story taking place? Explain this using historical background. Be sure to use at least two
(2) pieces of evidence from the novel to support your thinking.




