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Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

Preface 

Introduction of Louie Zamperini, main character and some struggles he experiences as a POW.  Ch. 1 gives some  

background on Louie’s childhood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name _________________________________     Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand – TDQs 

Date __________________________________ English 8 – Module 3 Intro to Big Ideas 

Directions:  After close reading the preface of our new central text, Unbroken, make some inferences 

about the setting. Use evidence from the text to support your thinking. 

1. Re-read the following lines from the preface:  

“All he could see, in every direction, was water. It was June 23rd, 1943.  Somewhere on 

the endless expanse of the Pacific Ocean, Army Airforces bombardier and Olympic runner Louie Zamperini 

lay across a small raft, drifting westward.” 

Where and when is this story taking place?  Explain this using historical background. Be sure to use at least two 

(2) pieces of evidence from the novel to support your thinking. 
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